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#HandsOflVenezuela 



IMPERIALIST HANDS OFF VENEZUELA! 

The Party of Communists USA con¬ 
demns the attempt of the pro-im¬ 
perialist and right-wing opposi¬ 
tion, obviously directed by the 
USA, to install a puppet president 
by way of a military coup d’etat. 
The elected president of Venezue¬ 
la is Nicolas Maduro, and our soli¬ 
darity goes to the progressive forc¬ 
es that are gathering to defend the 
president, the constitution, inde¬ 
pendence and self-determination 
of the country. In these difficult 
times, we particularly salute the 
members of the Communist Party 
of Venezuela, which has recent¬ 
ly also suffered assassinations of 
some of its leading comrades by 
the hired killers of the big land- 
owners there. 

It is clear that the United States is 
seeking to take advantage of Vene¬ 
zuela’s economic problems, which 
were essentially also caused by the 
U.S. embargo policy, to roll back 
the country into the age of right- 
wing and fascist puppet regimes. 
As in the past, southern Amer¬ 
ica, which the USA regards as its 
backyard since the famous Monroe 
doctrine of 1831, is to be turned 
into a haven of reaction and fas¬ 
cism in the service of US corpora¬ 
tions. The immediate recognition 
of the self-proclaimed “interim 
president” by the USA, the OAS 
and other states is contrary to any 
international law and proves the 
directing of this coup attempt by 
the imperialists. 

The PCUSA encourages all demo¬ 
cratic and peace loving peoples 
to take to the streets in protest 
of unprovoked U.S. aggression 
against Venezuela. We ask every¬ 
one to flood the offices of your 
Senators and Members of Congress 
with calls opposing Trump’s move 
toward war. 

JUST SAY NO TO FASCISM AND 
WAR! 

jVenceremos! 

Political Bureau of the Central 
Committee 

Party of Communists USA 


The eyes of the world wearily and 
anxiously watch Venezuela. Over 
the previous 48 hours, a coordi¬ 
nated political attack has befallen 
this small nation. Yesterday (23rd 
of January), Juan Guaido, who did 
not even run on the presidential 
ballot, had declared himself the 
new president of Venezuela amid 
the closing of the elections. This 
was immediately responded to 
with unilateral support from im- 
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perialist nations and their prox¬ 
ies, as well as unilateral support 
via omission of mass pro-Maduro 
demonstrations from imperialist 
media. The Imperialists are not 
even pretending anymore - this is 
a blatant attack. 

Within Venezuela, supporters 
crowd out the pro-opposition in 
the streets and Maduro has ex¬ 
pelled all US officials and closed 
the embassy. The Military has sid¬ 
ed with Maduro, which seals the 
coups fate as a failure. 

But a new threat is approaching... 
war. As the Imperialists grow in¬ 
creasingly desperate, they will 
manufacture a casus belli for war. 
Both the PRC and Russian Federa¬ 
tion support Venezuela, the latter 
even has military staff and weap¬ 
onry stationed in the country. We 
do not know the resolve of the 
Russian forces stationed there, but 
their mere presence deters an out¬ 
right attack by Imperialists or their 
proxies on the country. We will see 
how willing the Imperialists are to 
spill blood over Venezuela...as at¬ 
tacking may escalate already tense 
relations between the US and Rus¬ 
sia/China. A worldwide conflict 
would be disastrous no matter if 
conventional or nuclear. 

We at the League of Young Com¬ 
munists USA support the Bolivarian 
government wholesale and wish to 
express our solidarity with the peo¬ 
ples of Venezuela as they weather 
yet another imperialist attack. We 
stand with the targets of imperial¬ 
ism and warfare - be it political, 
economic, insurgency, or outright 
invasion. 


February 2019 



We congratulate the Bolivarians 
in repelling this attack, the eyes 
of the world are on all of us - and 
your action inspires the masses 
the world over. We will forever re¬ 
member the Bolivarians and their 
struggle. 

Long live Venezuela, the Boli¬ 
varians, and those in the strug¬ 
gle against Imperialism the world 
over! You inspire us all! 

jVenceremos! 

Political Bureau of the Central 
Committee 

League of Young Communists USA 

CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF COMMU- 
NIST PARTY OF AZERBAIJAN CEN¬ 
TRAL COMMITTEE OF THE COMMU¬ 
NIST PARTY OF AZERBAIJAN 


January 27, 2019 under the chair¬ 
manship of R.M. Kurbanov at the 
meeting of the Secretariat of the 
CPA Central Committee extensive¬ 
ly discussed the latest events in 
Venezuela and in connection with 
this, the Central Committee of the 
Communist Party of Azerbaijan ad¬ 
opted a statement. 

Z AI V L E N I E Central Committee 
of the Communist Party of Azerbai¬ 
jan 

The Communist Party of Azerbai¬ 
jan is deeply concerned about the 
latest events in Venezuela. The 
United States and some Western 
states, representing themselves 
as the guarantors of democracy 
throughout the world, by their 
attitude to the events in Venezu¬ 
ela again show the true essence 
of their goals and intentions. The 
imperialist forces, led by the Unit¬ 
ed States, are only hiding under 
the veil of democracy, but in re¬ 
ality they are fixing such chaos. 
Destructive external interference 
grossly violates the fundamental 
norms of international law. 

Continued Pg. 5 
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Environment News 


FOURTH NATIONAL CLIMATE ASSESSMENT 2018 Report 


This story is from a report 
issued by scientists in the late 
fall of 2018. It is a clear shift 
from the imperialistic regime 
of the Trump Administration. 
You can review the full report 
at: 

www.nca2018.globalchange. 
gov 

Earth’s climate is now changing 
faster than at any point in the 
history of modern civilization, pri¬ 
marily as a result of human activi¬ 
ties. The impacts of global climate 
change are already being felt in 
the United States and are project¬ 
ed to intensify in the future—but 
the severity of future impacts will 
depend largely on actions taken to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
and to adapt to the changes that 
will occur. Americans increasingly 
recognize the risks climate change 
poses to their everyday lives and 
livelihoods and are beginning to 
respond (Figure 1.1). Water man¬ 
agers in the Colorado River Basin 
have mobilized users to conserve 
water in response to ongoing 
drought intensified by higher tem- 
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peratures, and an extension pro¬ 
gram in Nebraska is helping ranch¬ 
ers reduce drought and heat risks 
to their operations. The state of 
Hawai'i is developing management 
options to promote coral reef re¬ 
covery from widespread bleaching 
events caused by warmer waters 
that threaten tourism, fisheries, 
and coastal protection from wind 
and waves. To address higher risks 
of flooding from heavy rainfall, lo¬ 
cal governments in southern Lou¬ 
isiana are pooling hazard reduc¬ 
tion funds, and cities and states 
in the Northeast are investing in 
more resilient water, energy, and 
transportation infrastructure. In 
Alaska, a tribal health organi¬ 
zation is developing adaptation 
strategies to address physical and 
mental health challenges driven 
by climate change and other envi¬ 
ronmental changes. As Midwestern 
farmers adopt new management 
strategies to reduce erosion and 
nutrient losses caused by heavi¬ 
er rains, forest managers in the 
Northwest are developing adapta¬ 
tion strategies in response to wild¬ 
fire increases that affect human 
health, water resources, timber 
production, fish and wildlife, and 
recreation. After extensive hurri¬ 
cane damage fueled in part by a 
warmer atmosphere and warmer, 
higher seas, communities in Tex¬ 
as are considering ways to rebuild 
more resilient infrastructure. In 
the U.S. Caribbean, governments 
are developing new frameworks 
for storm recovery based on les¬ 
sons learned from the 2017 hurri¬ 
cane season. 

Climate-related risks will continue 
to grow without additional action. 
Decisions made today determine 
risk exposure for current and fu¬ 
ture generations and will either 
broaden or limit options to reduce 
the negative consequences of cli¬ 


mate change. While Americans are 
responding in ways that can bolster 
resilience and improve livelihoods, 
neither global efforts to mitigate 
the causes of climate change nor 
regional efforts to adapt to the 
impacts currently approach the 
scales needed to avoid substantial 
damages to the U.S. economy, en¬ 
vironment, and human health and 
well-being over the coming de¬ 
cades. 

Climate shapes where and how we 
live and the environment around 
us. Natural ecosystems, agricultur¬ 
al systems, water resources, and 
the benefits they provide to soci¬ 
ety are adapted to past climate 
conditions and their natural range 
of variability. A water manager may 
use past or current streamflow re¬ 
cords to design a dam, a city could 
issue permits for coastal develop¬ 
ment based on current flood maps, 
and an electric utility or a farmer 
may invest in equipment suited to 
the current climate, all with the 
expectation that their investments 
and management practices will 
meet future needs. 

However, the assumption that 
current and future climate con¬ 
ditions will resemble the recent 
past is no longer valid (Ch. 28: Ad¬ 
aptation, KM 2). Observations col¬ 
lected around the world provide 
significant, clear, and compelling 
evidence that global average tem¬ 
perature is much higher, and is 
rising more rapidly, than anything 
modern civilization has experi¬ 
enced, with widespread and grow¬ 
ing impacts (Figure 1.2) (CSSR, Ch. 
1.9). The warming trend observed 
over the past century can only be 
explained by the effects that hu¬ 
man activities, especially emis¬ 
sions of greenhouse gases, have 
had on the climate (Ch. 2: Climate, 
KM 1 and Figure 2.1). 


Climate change is transforming 
where and how we live and pres¬ 
ents growing challenges to hu¬ 
man health and quality of life, 
the economy, and the natural sys¬ 
tems that support us. Risks posed 
by climate variability and change 
vary by region and sector and by 
the vulnerability of people experi¬ 
encing impacts. Social, economic, 
and geographic factors shape the 
exposure of people and commu¬ 
nities to climate-related impacts 
and their capacity to respond. 
Risks are often highest for those 
that are already vulnerable, in¬ 
cluding low-income communities, 
some communities of color, chil¬ 
dren, and the elderly (Ch. 14: Hu¬ 
man Health, KM 2; Ch. 15: Tribes, 
KM 1-3; Ch. 28: Adaptation, Intro¬ 
duction). Climate change threat¬ 
ens to exacerbate existing social 
and economic inequalities that 
result in higher exposure and sen¬ 
sitivity to extreme weather and 
climate-related events and other 
changes (Ch. 11: Urban, KM 1). 
Marginalized populations may also 
be affected disproportionately by 
actions to address the underly¬ 
ing causes and impacts of climate 
change, if they are not implement¬ 
ed under policies that consider ex¬ 
isting inequalities (Ch. 11: Urban, 
KM 4; Ch. 28: Adaptation, KM 4). 

This report draws a direct connec¬ 
tion between the warming atmo¬ 
sphere and the resulting changes 
that affect Americans’ lives, com¬ 
munities, and livelihoods, now and 
in the future. It documents vulner¬ 
abilities, risks, and impacts asso¬ 
ciated with natural climate vari¬ 
ability and human-caused climate 
change across the United States 
and provides examples of response 
actions underway in many com¬ 
munities. It concludes that the 
evidence of human-caused cli¬ 
mate change is overwhelming and 
continues to strengthen, that the 
impacts of climate change are in¬ 
tensifying across the country, and 
that climate-related threats to 
Americans’ physical, social, and 
economic well-being are rising. 
These impacts are projected to in¬ 
tensify—but how much they inten¬ 
sify will depend on actions taken 
to reduce global greenhouse gas 
emissions and to adapt to the risks 
from climate change now and in 
the coming decades (Ch. 28: Adap¬ 
tation, Introduction; Ch. 29: Miti¬ 
gation, KM 3 and 4) 

The following story is from the 

Volume II: Impacts, Risks, and Ad¬ 
aptation in the United States 
The National Climate Assessment 
(NCA) assesses the science of cli¬ 
mate change and 
variability and its impacts across 
the United States, now and 
throughout this century. 

You can order the report free. 

https://www.globalchange.gov/ 
browse/reports 


The Foundations of Leninism 

Chapter 4: The Dictatorship of the Proletariat 

"The dictatorship of the proletariat cannot be "complete" democracy, 
democracy for all, for the rich as well as for the poor; the dictatorship 
of the proletariat must be a state that is democratic in a new way (for 
the proletarians and the non-propertied in general) and dictatorial in a 
new way (against the bourgeoisie.)" The talk of Kautsky and Co. about 
universal equality, about "pure" democracy, about "perfect" democracy, 
and the like, is a bourgeois disguise of the indubitable fact that 
equality between exploited and exploiters is impossible." 
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International News 



Rosa Luxemburg conference 
2019: the word was communism 


Reprinted from Morning Star 

By Ben Chacko 

The biggest ever Rosa Luxemburg 
conference in Berlin, where Cuban 
delegates captured audiences with 
their explanation of the defence of 
the revolution and their people’s 
commitment to communism 

AS BEFITS the centenary of the 
murders of German revolutionaries 
Rosa Luxemburg and Karl Lieb- 
knecht, this month’s annual Rosa 
Luxemburg Conference in Berlin 
was the biggest yet. 

The 24th such conference orga¬ 
nized by the Morning Star’s Ger¬ 
man sister paper -Junge Welt, it 
has become the largest arena for 
discussing socialist politics on the 
German left and attracts leftwing¬ 
ers of every stripe, from the most 
progressive members of the So¬ 
cial Democratic Party, through Die 
Linke and the German Communist 
Party (DKP) to a whole range of 
smaller organisations. 

Sessions took place on anti-im¬ 
perialism, the changing nature of 
war, the next capitalist crisis, the 
increasing severity of repression 
in Turkey and much more, inter¬ 
spersed with theatrical pieces and 
song about Rosa and Karl. 

At previous conferences political 
discussion has dominated the day 
while music and the arts have tak¬ 
en place in the evening, but Junge 
Welt’s managing director - Dietmar 
Koschmieder explained that this 
year the centrality of culture to 
the revolutionary struggle would 
be recognized by its presence 
throughout the day. 

And the importance of building 
a revolutionary culture was the 
theme of the afternoon’s most 
jam-packed session, one held in 
honor of another anniversary: “60 
Years of Revolution — Countercul¬ 
ture in Cuba.” 

Cuba’s Culture Minister Abel Pri¬ 
eto spoke about his field — art, 
literature, film. He began with a 
quote from Fidel Castro: “With¬ 
out culture there is no revolution. 
Each revolution is the product of a 
culture and its ideas.” And he was 
at pains to stress that this was no 
optional extra, but that Cuba’s at¬ 
tention to building a revolutionary 
culture had been instrumental in 
defending its revolution in a hos¬ 
tile international environment. 

“For Fidel, for Raul, for the Com¬ 
munist Party of Cuba and the gov¬ 
ernment, it is clear that the ma¬ 
terial conditions of life can be 
changed, lives improved, land giv¬ 
en to farmers — but unless a new 


culture is built, a new awareness 
based on solidarity, your revolu¬ 
tion can be reversed. 

“The resistance of the Cubans 
against the blockade, against the 
lies, our survival after 1989 [when 
the collapse of European socialism 
deprived the country of its princi¬ 
pal allies and trading partners] - 
this can be explained only through 
the fact that a new kind of aware¬ 
ness has been created in Cuba. 

“We see the setbacks in Latin 
America,” he argued, pointing to 
the counterrevolutionary govern¬ 
ments now busy unpicking revolu¬ 
tionary gains in Argentina, Brazil 
and Ecuador and the destabilisa¬ 
tion of remaining progressive gov¬ 
ernments in Venezuela and Nic¬ 
aragua by an armed and violent 
right-wing opposition. 

“One reason is the lack of this 
awareness. People enjoy the ben¬ 
efits of socialist government and 
some may then consider them¬ 
selves middle class. Then they 
might look to defend that status, 
and you see poor people vote 
against their own interests.” 

Supporters of the Bolivarian Revo¬ 
lution in Venezuela to the left of 
its own government — such as the 
country’s Communist Party — have 
placed emphasis on the impor¬ 
tance of engaging the entire work¬ 
ing class in the struggle to build 
socialism and actively confronting 
capitalist economic power in a way 
Caracas was able to avoid in the 
era of high oil prices. 

Cuba’s socialist society, unlike 
Venezuela, has left capitalism far 
behind, but even where that has 
happened history shows us sudden 
dramatic reversals are possible, as 
in the Soviet Union, if people are 
not politically engaged enough to 
defend their revolution when it 
comes under attack. 

Seven decades of Soviet power 
didn’t guarantee that engage¬ 
ment. How has Cuba looked to 
tackle things differently? 

“The Cuban example has shown 
that artistic and literary work can 
be created if you work together 
with your audience,” Prieto says. 
He cites programmes with mass 
appeal like the TV show University 
for All, which first aired in 2000, 
introducing people to great artists 
and writers. “We looked at litera¬ 
ture, culture, ways of expression. 
We have created a culture of read¬ 
ers.” 

Empowerment rather than instruc¬ 
tion is the secret: “Fidel said: ‘We 
don’t tell people to believe. We 


ask them to read.’ 

“We ran off huge quantities of 
cheap classics, books at 24 centa¬ 
vos apiece. Everyone could read 
Don Quixote. I don’t know if every¬ 
one did read it,” he concedes, but 
returns to Fidel: “We don’t want 
to turn people into fanatics, we 
want to turn them into people who 
are literate, people who are free.” 

As alway,s in Cuba, the approach 
was internationalist: Prieto ex¬ 
plains how the Books Institute 
scoured the world for new classics 
to translate into Spanish, publish¬ 
ing over 50 authors from 15 coun¬ 
tries. 

In the case of many African au¬ 
thors, these were their first trans¬ 
lations into the language: “One of 
those was Wole Soyinka,” (poet 
and playwright from Nigeria), who 
was later to win the Nobel Prize for 
Literature. “So we were the first 
publicizes in Spanish of one of the 
most important African authors.” 

Strengthening Cuba’s traditions 
and honoring its heritage: “in the 
1930’s and 1940’s our heritage had 
been neglected, especially our Af¬ 
rican heritage. The popular culture 
of Cuba is rich, diverse and deep, 
but before the 1959 revolution the 
rich simply replicated the culture 
of the United States. Cuba must 
resist that hegemonic culture by 
supporting its own.” 

Partly that can be done via the 
tourist industry: “Tourism is an im¬ 
portant source of income, but it 
can also be a way of promoting our 
culture. But how do you avoid that 
culture being turned into a kind of 
folklore for tourist consumption?” 

The answer was to promote real, 
lived culture as created by Cu¬ 
ban children and the young: “We 
looked to train more art teachers, 
so school art could be promoted. 
We focused on teacher training 
in the care of traditional culture. 
We try to get close to the youth 
movements, to support interest¬ 
ing things we noticed happening at 
the fringes. 

“By encouraging that diversity, 
we resist that hegemonic industri¬ 
al-scale entertainment [exempli¬ 
fied by the US film and music in¬ 
dustries] that doesn’t leave space 
for other kinds of art.” 

He observed the huge success 
of the Festival of Latin American 
Cinema, with record numbers last 
year, as a sign that this approach is 
paying off. 

Cuba would always be open to 
bringing in ideas from abroad, he 
noted, but pointed to the US gov¬ 
ernment’s funding of web and so¬ 
cial media activity aimed at creat¬ 
ing circles of anti-socialism in the 
country. “We observe espionage, 
we see meddling in election cam¬ 
paigns with social media. We see 
attempts to import values of neo¬ 
liberalism and competition, of the 
overemphasis on money, and these 
can come into conflict with our 
own values of socialism and soli¬ 
darity.” 

But Cuba’s strength was that its 
culture was universally accessi¬ 
ble. “There is no child in Cuba who 
lacks teachers. They might lack 
computers. But we have TV, radio, 
instruments of promoting culture, 


and these will never be priva¬ 
tised,” he declared to thunderous 
applause. 

Prieto may have delivered the key¬ 
note address, but the Cuban session 
didn’t end. A Q&A on the looming 
referendum on Cuba’s new consti¬ 
tution saw former Junge Welt ed¬ 
itor - Arnold Schoelzel - ask I liana 
Hernandez, of the Cuban Commu¬ 
nist Party central committee about 
one detail that had received wide¬ 
spread coverage in Germany. 

The draft constitution that went 
out for consultation had replaced 
the phrase - “communist society” 
- as an objective of the country’s 
constitution with “socialist soci¬ 
ety.” But after the document was 
submitted to amendment in local 
meetings the length and breadth 
of Cuba — and over a million sepa¬ 
rate suggestions were fed back to 
the drafters — the term “commu¬ 
nist society” had come back. 

Hernandez doesn’t want to over¬ 
state the significance of a differ¬ 
ence in phrasing. “But we have a 
well educated people. A revolu¬ 
tionary people. And they proposed 
that we put ‘communism’ back in. 
That’s the culture of our people.” 

Junge Welt and the Morning Star 

THE Rosa Luxemburg conference is 
organized each year by the social¬ 
ist daily newspaper - Junge Welt. 

Newspapers everywhere face chal¬ 
lenges with shrinking print reader- 
ship and the growth of online and 
social media readerships who are 
less inclined to pay to read and 
usually show less “brand loyalty,” 
reading pieces from a large num¬ 
ber of titles rather than buying a 
regular paper. This has had some 
positive consequences in under¬ 
mining monopoly media control; 
but it also creates challenges for 
sustaining professional journalism 
and has led to a massacre of local 
titles with grave ramifications for 
local democracy. 

Socialist papers, denied most com¬ 
mercial advertising and often boy¬ 
cotted, have an even harder time 
and Junge Welt held a session in 
which managing director Dietmar 
Koschmieder and colleagues ad¬ 
dressed these. 

Some, such as rising paper and dis¬ 
tribution costs, are all too familiar 
to Morning Star management. We 
too are ignored by most of the me¬ 
dia. Koschmieder noted that Junge 
Welt suffers a ban from advertising 
on Deutsche Bahn and has also had 
radio stations refuse to air its ad¬ 
verts. 

But when “we are slipping back 
into barbarism, to which socialism 
is the only alternative,” it could 
not be a good thing to see former 
daily outlets of alternative media 
become weeklies or web-only plat¬ 
forms, he argued. 

“We have to fight for the cultur¬ 
al asset that is a left-wing daily. A 
daily socialist paper is desperately 
needed and has to be preserved,” 
he told the audience. 

A colleague finished: “When your 
children ask: ‘Daddy, Mummy, 
what did you do in the terrible 
days of the capitalist crisis?’ don’t 
you want to be able to answer: ‘I 
subscribed to Junge Welt’l” 
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Party Life 


Party News from 
Midwest District 


by Comrade James Curtis Cary 

Such is the ongoing perception: 
the Democratic Party is a progres¬ 
sive force! It is my contention that 
the Democrats’ craven submission 
to the “protocols” of the right- 
wing agenda is, as outlined below, 
is tne major factor affecting their 
electoral woes here in Indiana: I 
further contend that the very 
“mildness,” in other words, lack 
of left-wing “radicalism,” of the 
Democratic Party’s candidates, 
is symptomatic of the malaised 
organization (I would rather use 
the phrase: The Democratic ma¬ 
chine). The hyperbole about bi¬ 
partisanship, insistence on taking 
a centrist viewpoint regarding the 
issues, and finally, respective plat¬ 
forms carefully relying on com¬ 
promise with the Republicans, all 
contributed, in this writer’s hum¬ 
ble opinion: to the defeat of most 
Democratic Party’s candidates, in 
Indiana between the years of 2014, 
2015, 2016 and 2018. 

For instance, to excite the “base” 
of the Indiana Democratic Party, 
I propose two main actions: (1) 
Swell the ranks of volunteers (2) 
recapture the old altruistic spirit. 
For example, I propose the follow¬ 
ing measures be incorporated into 
the future platforms of virtually 
all Indiana Democratic Party can¬ 
didates for local, state and federal 
governmental positions. This list 


is not all-inclusive nor, necessari¬ 
ly, comprehensive: (1) The Indiana 
Democratic Party must, as applica¬ 
ble, advocate for Petition/Ballot 
Legislation, (2) the Referendum, 
(3) the Recall, (4) Rank Choice/ 
Proportion-all Voting, (5) Medicare 
for All Health Care, (6) a Fifteen 
Dollar ($15 U.S.1 an Hour Minimum 
Wage, (7) Rapia Transit based on 
electrified conveyances propelled 
by clean fit renewable energy, (8) 
a State Bank of Indiana that would 
proscribe speculation and provide 
low-cost loans to the entire cit¬ 
izenry (Note: A Communist Bank 
does not give out loans, it sim¬ 
ply holds personal deposits and is 
monitored by the communist state 
to make sure there is no accumu¬ 
lation of wealth/capital above the 
necessary level of creating private 
capital among the persons within 
communist jurisdiction to prevent 
Industrial Anarchy.), especially 
“poor” people (9) and, finally, push 
for citizen lobbying of our feder¬ 
al legislators for a United States 
Postal Service “postal bank.” (In 
a communist environment, there 
is only one bank like the Soviet 
GosBank). The latter institution 
would offer checkins accounts, 
savings deposits yielding reason¬ 
able interest rates and, perhaps, 
micro-loans. (Note: Of course, the 
offered proposal is for the Demo¬ 
cratic Party of Indiana which ob¬ 
viously offers Industrial Anarchy as 
part of a solution for the workers/ 
citizens of Indiana but the Commu¬ 
nist Party members work under the 
Popular Front flag. Nevertheless, 
we must avoid economic solutions, 
in conflict, with the Communist 
Party’s objectives.) 


Your Picture could be here! 


JOIN PCUSA TODAY! 



Our Mission 


The aim of all Friends of the Soviet People is 
international cooperation in building socialism 
and solidarity with the anti-imperialist forces 
of the world who are struggling against U.S. 
Imperialism - the main enemy of humanity. 


Our History 

U.S. Friends of the Soviet People is the 
successor to the National Council of 
American - Soviet Friendship (NCASF) 
Started in 1918 as “Hands Off Russia” Committees. 


us/rj si j ds D'/ih o VJ stp s op i s , ofg 
En j £iJI j iu vp s i u4n y§>£i o L c oii .j 
WV6) 979-6563 




PCUSA 


Eastern District 
MA... MD ... NC ... NH ... NJ ... 
NY... PA 

Midwestern District 
CO ... IL ... IN ... Ml ... MN ... MO 
... NE ... OH ... TN ... WV 

Southern District 
AL ... FL ... GA... NC ... OK ... 
TX 

Pacific District 

AZ ... CA... HI ... NV ... OR ... UT 
... WA 



Pay your 2019 Dues 

Dues are $80 per year, and can 
also be paid monthly at the rate of 
$6.67 per month. 



Paid Adver 


Unemployed, students or low-in- 
come member dues are $24 per 
year or $2 a month. Dues may 
oe paid online, by mail, or where 
possible at District and Cell meet¬ 
ings. 

Donations are always appreciat¬ 
ed. 


www.partyofcommunistsusa.org/ 

products/ 


stripe 


VISA 

:isement 





PEOPLES SCHOOL FOR MARXIST-LENINIST STUDIES 

Classes every 2nd & 4th Thursday of the month 
8:30pm EST / 7:30pm CST / 6:30pm MST / 5:30pm PST 


All phone conferences for PSMLS 
712.770.4010 access code 913032# 

http://www.psmls.org/ 
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Indiana, the “Hoosier” state, is 
riddled with acute rural idiocy, as 
Karl Marx stated: 


“The bourgeoisie has subjected 
the country to the rule of the 
towns. It has created enormous 
cities, has greatly increased the 
urban population as compared 
with the rural, and has thus res¬ 
cued a considerable part of the 
population from the idiocy of ru¬ 
ral life”. (Communist Manifesto) 

Constituting the northern tier of 
the Bible Belt (and part of the Rust 
Belt), twenty-first century Indi¬ 
ana is a political, and economic, 
wasteland. The state legislative 
districts are cruelly gerryman¬ 
dered to perpetuate stultifying Re¬ 
publican super-majorities, in both 
chambers of the General Assembly, 
effectively disenfranchising large 
segments of the electorate. 

According to United Way’s AL¬ 
ICE (Assets Limited, Income Con¬ 
strained, Employed) survey: one 
fifth (20%) of the working poor are 
unable to make ends meet. One 
quarter (25%) of the population 
is overweight and half of the lat¬ 
ter obese. Neglected infants and 
abused school children die by the 
hundreds while the Government of 
the State of Confusion “studies” 
its problems with the so-called De¬ 
partment of Child Services. 

Nevertheless, all is not lost. At 
some point, I am sure, the ef¬ 
forts of Common Cause, will bear 
fruit. The organization’s lobbyist, 
Julia Vaughn, is positioning the 
non-profit entity to sue the State 
on grounds of unequal representa¬ 
tion in the state legislature. The 
state of Indiana is the home state 
of several known individuals: Eu¬ 
gene V. Debs of the Socialist Par¬ 
ty of America, the Reverend Jim 
Jones, Bill & Emily Harris of the 
Symbionese Liberation Army,and 
John Dillinger. 


Comrade James Curtis Cary 


THE WORKER 

Needs donations due 

to larger distribution and new 
layout. 

Help get The Worker out for 
the Summer issue. 

Online: 

partyofcommunistsusa.org/ 

products/ 

Mail: POB 140434, Staten 
Island, NY 10314-0434 


Editorial News 


Workers and Oppressed Peoples of the World Unite! 

NadaKnuniH 

The Worker 

Party of Communists USA • Continuing the work of the Daily Worker founded in 1924 

THE WORKER 
Editorial 

We are celebarting the 100th an¬ 
niversary of the Third Communist 
International. A few years back we 
celebrated the 200th anniversary 
of the birth of Karl Marx. These 
past few years many anniversaries 
took place. 

The most important celebration, 
for me, is that THE WORKER has 
been a tool against fascism and a 
rally call for STRIKES to free the 
working class from oligarchy. This 
paper is continuing in the history of 
the Daily Worker since 1924. This 
year will be the 95th year of con¬ 
tinuous news coverage of the left, 
Unions, Labor and Marxist-Leninist 
traditions. When no other papers 
in the olicharcy of capitalist ran 
news media (Randolph Hearst) the 
Daily Worker wrote the news of 
what’s really behind the “news”. 

In the first part of January 2019 I 
moved to Okemah, Oklahoma. The 
hometown of working class poet 
laureate, singer/songwriter Woody 
Guthrie. This town has a love hate 
relationship with probably the 
best Unionist cheerleader, writer 
of songs that spoke to the heart of 
the working class. He immortalized 
Franco and Vinzetti, the Industri¬ 
al Workers of the World unionists, 
who were found guilty of murder. 
Nicola Sacco (April 22, 1891 - Au¬ 
gust 23, 1927) and Bartolomeo 
Vanzetti (June 11, 1888 - August 
23, 1927) were Italian-born Ameri¬ 
can Communists who were contro¬ 
versially convicted of murdering a 
guard and a paymaster during the 
April 15, 1920 armed robbery. 

We printed the Winter 2019 The 
Worker in Oklahoma, and I got to 
mail them out to the subscribers 
from Okemah. I am just a small 
part of a rich history reaching back 
95 years to the original Communist 
Party in America. And our party, 
The Party of Communists USA con¬ 
tinue the work of the Daily Work¬ 
er. So with each issue our cadre 
are touching the souls and hearts 
of William Z. Foster, James Ford, 
John Reed, and so many others. 

The red ink our printers use in each 


issue represents the blood stained 
strikers fighting against all odds to 
unionize. The early issuses of the 
Daily Worker had pages upon pag¬ 
es of the strikers across America 
standing up against facism. 

With newspapers folding and me¬ 
dia becoming an internet business, 
PCUSA continues the heritage of 
the one and only true Marxist-Le- 
ninist Communist paper in Ameri¬ 
ca, that was started in 1924. The 
Worker and it’s writers, editors, 
proofers, and photographers reach 
back in time, some 95 years ago, 
and continues to represent the 
working class. 

The Worker stands proud on the 
heritage we are honored, hum¬ 
bled, and find necessary to carry 
on. 

New Outlook Publishers released 
an 100th year anniversary of the 
Guidelines on the Organizational 
Structure of Parties. Which was 
officially released in 1921. 

This book has a full chapter on the 
role of Communist Party papers. 
Point #38 in the book states: “The 
communist newspaper must above 
all look after the interests of the 
oppressed struggling workers. It 
should be our best propagandist 
and agitator, the leading propa¬ 
gandist of the proletarian revolu¬ 
tion.” 

In the meantime it is not enough 
for a communist to be an active 
salesman and agitator for the pa¬ 
per; he must be an equally useful 
contributor to it. 

All party members must lead a 
fierce struggle against the cap¬ 
italist press; its venality, its lies, 
its wretched silence and all its 
intrigues must be clearly exposed 
and unmistakably branded. 

Our printers stand proud to be the 
one entrusted to print the con- 
tinous legacy that The Worker in¬ 
spires to carry forward. 


This newspaper kills fascists. 



Comrade Mark Maxey 
Layout Editor 



Woody Guthrie 
born in Okemah, OK 


Azerbaijan 
continued from pg. 1 

The Communist Party of Azerbai¬ 
jan calls on all countries seeking 
to incite a civil war in Venezue¬ 
la, endangering its existence as a 
state, to stop injustice, not inter¬ 
fere in the internal affairs of a sov¬ 
ereign state, to respect the rights 
and freedoms, as well as the inde¬ 
pendent choice of the Venezuelan 
people. 


The Central Committee of the 
Communist Party of Azerbaijan 
believes that all the peace-loving 
forces of the planet should unite 
against such manifestations of in¬ 
justice and express their protest 
against the colonial policy of im¬ 
perialism. Otherwise, the events 
taking place in Venezuela will be 
inevitable in the home of each of 
us. 


The communists of Azerbaijan 
express their solidarity with the 
Venezuelan people and call on all 
the patriotic forces of Venezuela 
to unite and wage a joint struggle 
against American aggression. 

Chairman of the Central Com¬ 
mittee of the Communist Party of 
Azerbaijan 

R.M. Kurbanov 
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Labor News 


New Trade Deal: Mexico-Canada-US- 
REQUIRES WORKER/TRADE UNION 
ENFORCEMENT 


By Blair F. Bertaccini 

On November 30, 2018 represen¬ 
tatives of Mexico, Canada and the 
United States signed the US-Mexi- 
co-Canada Agreement (USMCA) to 
replace the current NAFTA agree¬ 
ment governing trade between the 
three North American neighbors. 
Like its predecessor, NAFTA 2.0, as 
some refer to it, is not designed 
to help the workers in any of the 
three nations but rather to ease 
the flow of capital and help maxi¬ 
mize profits of corporations. 

During the 2016 presidential cam¬ 
paign, Trump, attacked the current 
NAFTA for its deleterious effect on 
US workers and their communities 
and pledged to negotiate a “bet¬ 
ter” deal. 

The new agreement has some im¬ 
provements for workers, but still 
contains many harmful clauses 
contained in the first treaty. 

One improvement that could help 
workers is the elimination of, in 
the case of the US and Canada, or 
significant change, in the case of 
Mexico of how corporations and 
governments can challenge regu¬ 
lations in any of the signatory na¬ 
tions. The Investor-State Dispute 
Settlement (ISDS) panels are cur¬ 
rently weighted heavily in favor 
of corporations and bypass each 
nation’s court system. But the 
new proposal has loops and is still 
weighted to corporations, for ex¬ 
ample it continues protections of 
US companies who have contracts 
with Mexico’s National Hydro¬ 
carbon Commission in case their 
contracts are cancelled by the re¬ 
cently elected government which 
as pledged to keep the Mexican 
petroleum industry as property of 
the Mexican people. 

One of the greatest problems with 


NAFTA is that it has allowed hun¬ 
dreds of US companies to close 
their US operations and move pro¬ 
duction to maquiladoras in Mexico 
where they can pay workers $1.50 
per hour. These low wages have 
been often been locked in place be¬ 
cause Mexican governments have 
allowed yellow unions controlled 
by the Partido Revolucionario In- 
stitucional (PRI) to ink contracts 
with employers before plants even 
open that basically protect the 
employers, not the workers. The 
new agreement requires the Mex¬ 
ican workers be given secret ballot 
elections on contracts and to elim¬ 
inate all current “in place” agree¬ 
ments to be replaced within four 
years. 

However, like many other labor 
provisions of NAFTA 2.0 there are 
no effective enforcement mecha¬ 
nisms for the changes. 

Also, some commentators have 
noted that the new treaty uses the 
International Labor Organization’s 
(ILO) Declaration on Fundamen¬ 
tal Principles and Rights at Work, 
rather than the more stringent and 
exacting ILO Conventions. One 
reason for this may be that the 
US often refuses to endorse these 
conventions. 

There are also new wage standards 
for the production of some goods 
in which a certain percentage of 
a final product must be produced 
by workers earning a certain wage, 
for example $16 per hour. It also 
has new standards to prevent the 
tariff free pass through of goods 
partially made outside the three 
nations, i.e. requiring a certain 
percentage of value be produced 
in North America. 

All of the new treaty’s provisions 
that might protect or improve the 
lives of workers still need better 
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Labor Todau 

VOICE OF CLASS ORIENTED TRADE UNIONISM IN NORTH AMERICA Class oriented - uniting- democratic - modern - independent! 

Post Office Box 93116, Los Angeles, CA. 90093 

www.labortoday.us 

AN INJURY TO ONE IS AN INJURY TO ALL 

Labor Today Is published by the Labor United for Class 
Struggle (LUCS), a nationwide caucus of union and 
non-represented workers. Our mission is to unite the 
working class to fight against the power of transnational 

capital. 

The attacks on the public sector and its workforce are part 
of a larger plan developed years ago by Milton Friedman and 
the University of Chicago School of Business. The plan is 
referred to as neoliberalism and its main feature is austerity. 



Our mission with Labor Today and the LUCS caucus is to 
unite all of Labor, to give them a voice regardless of industry 
or type of work without regard to status: union or 
unrepresented. We provide assistance to the Walmart 
workers, the Fight for $15 and a union and other efforts. 


and more effective monitoring 
and enforcement written into the 
agreement. 

With a now Democratic Party con¬ 
trolled House of Representatives 
organized labor and its allies have 
an opportunity to have significant 
changes made to the agreement as 
signed if it is to pass Congress. So 
far, the AFL-CIO has communicated 
little about the USMCA to its mem¬ 
bers. 

Just defeating the new agreement 
leaves us with the current NAFTA, 
while fighting for improvements is 
still a defensive struggle it could 
leave unions and workers in better 
position to organize and win better 
contracts. 

But such a fight must involve rank 
and file workers, not just union 
lobbyists if it is to be effective. We 
should focus on key changes and 
not get lost in all the arcane mi¬ 
nutiae of the treaty’s many pages. 
To not do this would be to miss an 
opportunity to improve the lives of 
workers. 

ARE YOU A SOCIALIST 
DOING TRADE UNION 
WORK? 

Support Labor Today’s socialist 
program for socialists. It’s time to 
up the ante! 

#1. Demand/protect the right to 
strike for all workers, public and 
private. 

#2. Support militant Trade Union 


actions, strikes, boycotts, political 
resistance. 

#3. Support international trade 
unions and their organizations that 
don’t cooperate with anti-union 
formations like the US CIA and the 
British Ml 6. 

#4. Support all world peace and 
anti-nuclear war initiatives. 

#5 Support Public Works and in¬ 
frastructure improvements with¬ 
out privatization. End the system 
of crony capitalism and collusion 
with the state. Build a massive 
Public Works program with no pri¬ 
vate contractors! NATIONALIZE 
KEY INDUSTRIES! 

#6 Make health and safety on the 
job, including the right to refuse 
unsafe work, an amendment to the 
U.S. Constitution. No more need¬ 
less worker deaths from unsafe 
work. “Grieve now, work later.” 
We demand a National Health Ser¬ 
vice (NHS) for our country. One 
system for all. No exceptions. 

#7 Struggle against racism and sex¬ 
ism at work, in our unions, and in 
our communities. 

#8 Defend and expand free speech 
and democratic rights in our 
unions, and in society. No support 
for labor management agreements 
that destroy union and worker 
rights. Support for democratic 
rights for all members; especially 
in political Party & candidate en¬ 
dorsements. 
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LGBTQ+ News 

Trans military personnel uncertain 
over Trump plan to restrict service 



Katie Schmid, center, a South Korea-based army staff sergeant 
who is a plaintiff in Lambda Legal’s lawsuit, in Seattle, Washing¬ 
ton on 27 March 2018. Photograph: Stephen Brashear/AP 


reprinted from The Guardian 

In the long term, lawyers and activ¬ 
ists battling to ensure that trans¬ 
gender people can serve openly in 
the US military are convinced they 
will prevail. Short-term, they are 
braced for anguishing consequenc¬ 
es if the Trump administration 
proceeds with its plan to sharply 
restrict such service. 

The US supreme court, in a 5-4 
vote last Tuesday, gave the ad¬ 
ministration the green light to put 
the policy into effect even as legal 
challenges continue. 

“I’m absolutely optimistic with re¬ 
spect to the long-term prospects,” 
said Sharon McGowan, legal direc¬ 
tor of the LGBT rights group Lamb¬ 
da Legal, which is pressing one of 
the lawsuits against the govern¬ 
ment’s policy. “The question is: 
how long is the long term?” 

McGowan and other activists see 
parallels between the battle and 
the 17-year saga involving the 
previous “don’t ask, don’t tell” 
(DADT) policy that prohibited 
gay men and women from serv¬ 
ing openly in the armed forces. 
After prolonged controversy and 
litigation as well as the discharge 
of more than 13,000 military per¬ 
sonnel, Congress repealed the Bill 
Clinton-era policy in 2010, and 
gay service members were able to 
serve openly beginning in 2011. 

LGBT rights activist Andy Blevins, 
who served in the navy from 2007 
to 2011, said he underwent three 
investigations related to DADT be¬ 
fore he was finally discharged on 
medical grounds. He is now exec¬ 
utive director of OutServe-SLDN, 
which represents LGBT personnel 


ATTENTION 

Send us your articles, 
photos, or cartoons. 
You can also send a 
Letter to the Editor. 

send all to: 

theworker@riseup.net 


in the military and is engaged in 
the litigation against the Trump 
plan. 

Blevins grows emotional in describ¬ 
ing the “daily struggle” to keep his 
sexual orientation a secret before 
repeal of DADT, yet he suggested 
that transgender people who are 
currently serving face even tough¬ 
er circumstances. 

They were told in 2016, in the wan¬ 
ing months of the Obama adminis¬ 
tration, that they would be able to 
serve openly, then were jolted in 
2017 when Donald Trump tweeted 
his intention to ban all transgen¬ 
der people from the military. 

“They were told it’s OK to be trans¬ 
gender ... then the rug is pulled out 
from under these dedicated ser¬ 
vice members,” Blevins said. 

Yet he said activists have made 
major progress in convincing pol¬ 
iticians and the public that the 
Trump plan is based on misinfor¬ 
mation and prejudice. 

“We have optimism that we’re go¬ 
ing to win the war,” he said. “This 
is just a setback, a speed bump.” 

OutServe-SLDN’s legal director, 
Peter Perkowski, is teaming with 
Lambda Legal lawyers on one of 
four lawsuits challenging Trump’s 
plan. Though he shares Blevins’ 
long-term optimism, he is wary of 
the outcome if any of the lawsuits 
reach the supreme court, now with 
a solidified conservative majority 
thanks to the addition of Trump 
appointees Neal Gorsuch and Brett 
Kavanaugh. 

“There’s a certain segment of the 
court that’s kind of hostile to our 
issues in the LGBTQ. community,” 
Perkowski said. “Beyond that, I 
don’t make any predictions.” 

Meanwhile, Perkowski said, trans¬ 
gender people seeking to enlist are 
frustrated by legal uncertainties, 
while currently serving trans per¬ 
sonnel are worried about their job 
security. 

“They just want to continue to 
do their jobs without this cloud 
hanging over them, without being 
tagged as inadequate,” he said. 


Among those active duty trans ser¬ 
vice members is Megan Winters, 
30, a plaintiff in the Lambda-Out- 
serve lawsuit who has been in the 
navy almost six years. She former¬ 
ly served with the Office of Naval 
Intelligence in Washington and 
now is assigned to the aircraft car¬ 
rier USS George HW Bush, based in 
Norfolk, Virginia. 

“I do my job to the best of my 
ability every single day and will do 
that as long as I’m able to,” she 
said in a telephone interview. “I 
recall how I felt the first time I put 
on the uniform. I genuinely wish 
that upon any American who wish¬ 
es to serve.” 

Asked if Tuesday’s supreme court 
vote made her apprehensive, Win¬ 
ters paused before saying it was 
hard to answer. 

“I want to tell you I stand stead¬ 
fast and hold my head up high 
but it is a little difficult,” she 
said. “The president of the United 
States is my commander in chief. 
If they called for the end of trans¬ 
gender service, if it’s a lawful or¬ 
der I would have to obey it. But I 
truly want to continue serving my 
country. ” 

According to a report issued by 
the Pentagon last year, there were 
8,980 service members who identi¬ 
fy as transgender. 


Sign up to the Guardian’s US morn¬ 
ing briefing 
Read more 

Supporters of Trump’s efforts in¬ 
clude Tony Perkins, a US marine 
veteran who is president of the 
conservative Family Research 
Council. He says the courts should 
not interfere with the ability of 
the US president as commander in 
chief to set military policy. 

“The Pentagon isn’t in the business 
of equality,” Perkins said recently. 
“Either the military’s priority is 
protecting America or it’s helping 
people on the path to self-actual¬ 
ization. It can’t do both.” 

But McGowan said top military 
commanders have said there were 


minimal problems related to the 
Obama administration’s moves to 
allow transgender service. The 
Trump policy, she said, “has noth¬ 
ing to do with national security or 
unit cohesion - it’s about throwing 
red meat to a portion of Trump’s 
political base”. 

McGowan evoked Katie Schmid, a 
South Korea-based army staff ser¬ 
geant who is a plaintiff in Lamb¬ 
da’s lawsuit. 

“They’re telling Katie, you’re unfit 
to die for this country,” McGowan 
said. “I can’t think of a more offen¬ 
sive thing to say to someone will¬ 
ing to put their life on the line.” 

PCUSA LGBTQ+ 
Commission hold 
emergency meeting 

“It’s imperialism aimed at control- 
ing anothers body,” Comrade Cris- 
tian said. “What another human 
being wants to do with their body 
expression is totally up to them¬ 
selves. No body else!” 

Friday, January 25 an emergen¬ 
cy meeting was called by Chairs, 
Comrade Cody and Comrade Max¬ 
well. The meeting was to discuss 
how best to address the draconian 
decision made by the US Supreme 
Court that week. 

“The recent decision of the Su¬ 
preme Court will have lasting con¬ 
sequences upon transgender folks 
and the LGBTQIA community at 
large,” the Co-chairs stated. “We 
will be working with the Electoral 
and Legislative Commission, and 
the Peace fit Solidarity Commission 
to develop a statement. Jointly 
working on a game plan of action 
for a campaign for the Cadre of 
PCUSA, after the Politburo of the 
Central Committee of PCUSA ap¬ 
proves a motion of same. ” 

“Please download the Refuge Re¬ 
stroom app for cell phones. This 
app help identify safe LGBTQ+ 
restrooms. Link to app: https:// 
www.refugerestrooms.org / , ” 
Comrade Maxwell asked to all. 

Please contact your representa¬ 
tives and let them know why you 
are against this ban. 

PCUSA’s statues say: advocacy or 
practice of racial, national or re¬ 
ligious discrimination, or discrim¬ 
ination based on sexual orienta¬ 
tion, gender identity, or disability 
is prohibited. 
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Peace and Solidarity News 



A call for a mass mobilization 
to oppose NATO, war St racism 


United National Antiwar Coalition , 
UNAC, announced a Protest NATO, 
Washington, DC, Lafayette Park 
(across from the White House. 
Which takes place at 1 PM Satur¬ 
day, March 30, 2019. 

Additional actions will take place 
on Thursday April 4 at the opening 
of the NATO meeting. 

April 4, 2019, will mark the 51st 


communities and have plagued our 
society and the world for a long 
time. It was exactly one year be¬ 
fore he was murdered that Rev. 
King gave his famous speech op¬ 
posing the U.S. war in Vietnam, 
calling the U.S. government “the 
greatest purveyor of violence in 
the world” and declaring that he 
could not be silent. 

We cannot be silent either. As Rev. 


The U.S. Has Venezuela 
in Its Crosshairs 



By Vijay Prashad - Truthdig 


Nicolas Maduro was sworn in for his second term as president of Vene¬ 
zuela in January 2019. “I tell the people,” Maduro said, “this presiden¬ 
tial sash is yours. The power of this sash is yours. It does not belong to 
the oligarchy or to imperialism. It belongs to the sovereign people of 
Venezuela. 


Oligarchy 

Despite 20 years of governance by the socialist forces—first led by Hugo 
Chavez and now by Maduro—the Venezuelan oligarchy remains firmly 
intact. It dominates large sections of the economy, holds immense 
amounts of the country’s social wealth and controls the main media 
outlets. A walk through the Altamira neighborhood in eastern Caracas 
is sufficient to gauge the resilience of the wealthy, most of whom have 
homes in Spain and in Florida as well. Pelucones is the name used to 
define them—bigwigs, a term with aristocratic connotations. They have 
resisted all attempts by the socialist Bolivarian movement to expand 
political and economic democracy in the country. 


anniversary of the assassination of 
the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., 
the internationally revered leader 
in struggles against racism, pover¬ 
ty and war. 


King taught us, “Our lives begin 
to end the day we become silent 
about things that matter.” 

Every year NATO has held its sum¬ 
mits, people around the world 


This oligarchy, through its media, controls the political and social nar¬ 
rative, defining the nature of Venezuela’s crisis to its advantage. For 
this small sliver of the population, all of Venezuela’s serious problems 
are blamed on the Maduro movement. None of the problems are laid 
on the doorstep of their long domination of Venezuela nor do they cast 
an eye at the United States, which has tried to suffocate the Bolivarian 
revolution since 1999. 


And yet, in a grotesque desecra¬ 
tion of Rev. King’s lifelong ded¬ 
ication to peace, this is the date 
that the military leaders of the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
(NATO) have chosen to celebrate 
NATO’s 70th anniversary by hold¬ 
ing its annual summit meeting in 
Washington, D.C. This is a deliber¬ 
ate insult to Rev. King and a clear 
message that Black lives and the 
lives of non-European humanity, 


have organized massive protests 
against it: in Chicago (2012), Wales 
(2014), Warsaw (2016), Brussels 
(2017 & 2018) - and 2019 will be 
no exception. 

We are calling for a peaceful mass 
mobilization against this year’s 
NATO Summit in Washington, D.C., 
on Saturday, March 30. Addition¬ 
al actions will take place at the 
opening of the NATO meeting on 


Imperialism 

Imperialism is a word that is rarely used these days. It is relegated to 
histories of colonialism in the distant past. There is little understand¬ 
ing of the suffocating way that financial firms and multinational busi¬ 
nesses drive their agenda against the development aspirations of the 
poorer nations. There is even less understanding about the muscular 
attitude of countries such as the United States, Canada and the Euro¬ 
peans against states that they deem to be a problem. 

The gunsights were once firmly on West Asia and North Africa—on Iraq, 
Libya, Syria and Iran—but now they are focused on Latin America—on 
Cuba, Nicaragua and Venezuela. These countries face economic sanc¬ 
tions and embargoes, threats of annihilation, covert operations and 
war. The definition of imperialism is simple: if you don’t do what we 
tell you to do, we’ll destroy you. 


and indeed the lives of the vast 
majority, really do not matter. 

Since its founding, the U.S.-led 
NATO has been the world’s dead¬ 
liest military alliance, causing 
untold suffering and devastation 
throughout Northern Africa, the 
Middle East and beyond. Hundreds 
of thousands have died in U.S./ 
NATO wars in Iraq, Libya, Somalia 
and Yugoslavia. Millions of refu¬ 
gees are now risking their lives 
trying to escape the carnage that 
these wars have brought to their 
homelands, while workers in the 
29 NATO member-countries are 
told they must abandon hard-won 
social programs in order to meet 
U.S. demands for even more mili¬ 
tary spending. 

Dr. King’s words linking the three 
evils of American society: Milita¬ 
rism, Racism and Poverty, and his 
deeply profound remark that every 
bomb that falls on other countries 
is a bomb dropped on our inner 
cities, reveal the deep-rooted re¬ 
lationship between militarism and 
the social, racial, economic and 
environmental injustices that now 
impoverish whole cities and rural 


April 4. 

We ask you to make every effort 
to join with us in Washington DC, 
or, if not possible, organize a ral¬ 
ly or demonstration in your area. 
We need to show, in the strongest 
possible way, our opposition to NA¬ 
TO’s destructive wars and its racist 
military policies around the world. 

We also invite you to add your, 
and/or your organization’s name 
to the list of supporters of the an¬ 
ti-NATO, Anti-War and Anti-Racism 
mass actions in Washington DC. 

http://no2nato2019.org/ 


ATTENTION 

Send us your articles, 
photos, or cartoons. 
You can also send a 
Letter to the Editor. 

send all to: 

theworker@riseup. net 


Pressure on Venezuela has been intense. U.S. President Donald Trump 
has repeatedly called for the overthrow of the Bolivarian government, 
led by Maduro. Sanctions have been ratcheted up. Economic warfare 
has become normal. Threats of a military invasion are in the air. 
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Book 8t Film Reviews 



Religious fundamentalism in 
post-socialist Russia 


ist than the priest, the latter nev¬ 
ertheless encourages him to join 
the priesthood, as it needs men 
like him. 

The film possesses a distinctly real¬ 
ist feel. This is achieved, for exam¬ 
ple, by many unbroken long, rest¬ 
less takes by the highly acclaimed 
director of photography Vladislav 
Opelyants, as well as hand-held 
sequences. The lighting is notably 
realistic and captures the cool nat¬ 
ural daylight of Baltic Kaliningrad, 
where the film is set. The concrete 
breakwaters of Kaliningrad’s pier 
suggest ruins, in the context per¬ 
haps the ruins of the Soviet Union. 


Reprinted from Socialist Voice 
Written by Jenny Farrell 

Russian cinema today explores 
capitalism against the backdrop 
of a past socialist experience. 
Open-minded visitors to former 
socialist states, and particularly 
to Russia, will come across this 
living memory and frequently an 
acknowledgement of the loss of 
humanist values since the defeat 
of socialism in Europe. 

It is interesting too, in this context, 
that the much-favoured Western, 
seriously reductionist identifica¬ 
tion of socialism with Stalin is not 
the way it is remembered where 
it was once lived. Instead the rec¬ 
ollection is more multi-faceted; 
and uppermost for many is a more 
people-oriented society, with 
work, homes, and a future. Many 
of those who were educated in this 
social system retain a general un¬ 
derstanding of Marxism from their 
school or university days. 

This is the context for contempo¬ 
rary Russian cinema and specifi¬ 
cally for Kirill Serebrennikov’s film 
The Student (2016), available now 
on DVD. 

Based on Marius von Mayerburg’s 
play Martyrer (Martyr), it is the 
story of a teenage secondary 
school pupil, Venya, who causes 
havoc from his literal interpreta¬ 
tion of the Bible. He has not been 
exposed to religion by his atheist 
single mother but by the school’s 
religion teacher. 

The film shows just how funda¬ 
mentalist the Christian Bible can 
be read. Venya demands, and 
achieves, a change in the girls’ 
swimwear for swimming classes. 
He correctly identifies the school’s 
young biology teacher, Elena, as 
his natural enemy, whose death he 
will consider. She is the only force 
within the school who actively op¬ 
poses this new-found ideology. 

Elena uses scientific arguments 
against a growing Christian funda¬ 
mentalist force within the school. 
The priest and the religion teach¬ 
er, on the other hand, actively en¬ 
courage Venya. Instead of sharing 
the biology teacher’s scientific 


standpoint, the principal suggests 
to her, following a protest by Ven¬ 
ya against Darwin’s theory of evo¬ 
lution: “Why don’t you discuss this 
with the holy father?... To teach 
the children both creation theories 
. . . You should really talk to the 
father to find a compromise.” 


In addition, Serebrennikov used a 
large number of non-professional 
actors. The musical score com¬ 
municates dissonant and tragic 
elements that contrast ironically 
with the sinister-sounding Slove¬ 
nian metal rock hit “God is God” 
over the opening menu and closing 
credits. 


This scene, which develops hilari¬ 
ously, shows where such irrational 
ideological “pluralism” can lead. 
Past knowledge is surrendered be¬ 
cause the arguments have been 
lost, or are suppressed. 

When Venya begins sermonising 
in the history class the teacher 
comments: “People used to be¬ 
lieve in something, but everything 
changed, they needed money, and 
they forgot about communism. 
Now there is something to believe 
in again.” 

At least half of Venya’s lines are 
direct quotations from the Bible, 
and chapter and verse are always 
blended on the screen. Some of 
these quotations go like this: “Do 
not suppose that I have come to 
bring peace to the earth. I have 
come to bring the sword, to set a 
man against his father, a daughter 
against her mother. As for my en¬ 
emies who didn’t want me to rule 
over them, slaughter them in my 
presence. (Matthew 10:34)” 

Thus the film is a refreshing re¬ 
minder that any accusations of 
fundamentalism in non-Christian 
religions must be seen in the con¬ 
text of the past history and the 
continuing potential for, indeed 
the reality of, Christian fundamen¬ 
talism. 

While the youthful Venya comes 
across as even more fundamental¬ 



Increasingly, the school appears 
to be changing into a church. The 
teaching staff, with the exception 
of Elena, have no arguments to 
counter the growth of fundamen¬ 
talist religious ideas, no ideologi¬ 
cal defence. What hope is there? 
Only the film can tell. 


BOOK REVIEW: THE 
PLOT TO CONTROL 
THE WORLD 

Reprinted from ML Today 

by Joseph Jamison 

With each new book, exposing the 
ugly truth about US foreign policy, 
Dan Kovalik is earning a place as 
one of the country’s most import¬ 
ant writers against empire. In The 
Plot to Control the World he con¬ 
tinues to undermine the dominant 
narrative that justifies endless 
US wars and gargantuan military 
spending. The subtitle of the new 
book best suggests its thesis: “How 
the US spent billions to change the 
outcome of elections around the 
world.” 

But more is involved than mere 
US spending, as Kovalik shows con¬ 
vincingly in this readable, concise 
book. To make elections come out 
“right” — to oust or prevent from 
coming into office any government, 
regardless of ideology, unwilling 
to bend the knee to Washington 
— the US has employed almost ev¬ 
ery means: massive corruption, 
blackmail, voter fraud, subversion 
of the courts, and if necessary, 
Special Forces operations, assassi¬ 
nations and poisonings, covert sup¬ 
port of fascist coups, recruitment 
of jihadists and terrorist death 
squads, even the threat of inva¬ 
sion. 

Using mostly mainstream sources, 
Dan Kovalik documents the most 
important episodes of post-1945 
record of election outcomes en¬ 


gineered by the US and its intelli¬ 
gence agencies. A full account of 
US election meddling around the 
world since 1945 would require 
a library of books. Election man¬ 
agement by the US is now an in¬ 
dustry, a “political technology” in 
the words of one scholar, complete 
with its own nomenclature: “color 
revolutions” and “demonstration 
elections” and carried out by pri¬ 
vate consultants and public ones: 
such as US-taxpayer funded NGOs 
like the ill-named National Endow¬ 
ment for Democracy and its party 
institute offspring, the National 
Democratic Institute and Nation¬ 
al Republican Institute, on whose 
boards sit US Senators, supervising 
the exercise of US soft power. 

He begins his book with Russia, 
the most ironic case of all, given 
the current obsession of the US 
media with Russia-gate. For two 
years CNN, MSNBC, the Washington 
Post and the NY Times have tire¬ 
lessly repeated the still unproven 
assertion that the Putin and Rus¬ 
sians colluded with Trump to steal 
the 2016 presidential election. 

In 1996 in Russia in 1996 vast sums 
of US money, under the watchful 
eye of US President Bill Clinton, 
openly flowed to Boris Yeltsin, to 
ensure that Yeltsin’s cronies, the 
kleptocrats and newly minted oli¬ 
garchs of post-Soviet gangster-cap¬ 
italism stayed in power. Kovalik 
shows that “The Americans are 
coming ” — not “the Russians are 
coming” — ought to be the watch¬ 
word of peoples eager to keep or 
win their national independence. 

After Russia in 1996, Kovalik 
surveys Iran (1953), Guatema¬ 
la (1954), Vietnam (1956), Con¬ 
go (1961), Brazil ( 1964), Chile 
(1973), Nicaragua (1990), Hondu¬ 
ras ( 2009), and Ukraine (2014). 

The ugly truth about US foreign 
policy is the opposite of the main¬ 
stream media line. If most Ameri¬ 
cans only knew... 


The Plot to Control the World How 
the US Spent Billions to Change the 
Outcome of Elections Around the 
World. By Dan Kovalik. 200 pag¬ 
es. Publishing date . November 6, 
2018. Imprint: Hot books. Skyhorse 
Publishing. ISBN 9781510745018 


THE PLOT TO 
CONTROL THE 



How the US Spent Billions to Change the 
Outcome of Elections Around the World 
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Historical News from Third Communist International 1919 


CELEBRATING THE 100 ANNIVERSARY OF THE THIRD COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL. SALUTE! 

Guidelines on the Organizational Structure of Commu¬ 
nist Parties, on the Methods and Content of their Work - 


Chapter 6 On the Party Press 


36. The communist press must be 
developed and improved by the 
party with tireless energy. 

No newspaper may be rec¬ 
ognized as a communist organ if it 
does not submit to the directives 
of the party. Analogously, this prin¬ 
ciple is to be applied to all liter¬ 
ary products such as periodicals, 
books, pamphlets, etc., with due 
regard for their theoretical, propa¬ 
gandists or other character. 

The party must be more 
concerned with having good papers 
than with having many of them. 
Above all, every communist party 
must have a good, if possible daily, 
central organ. 

37. A communist newspa¬ 
per must never become a capital¬ 
ist enterprise like the bourgeois 
press and often even the so-called 
“socialist” papers. Our paper must 
keep itself independent from the 
capitalist credit institutions. Skill¬ 
ful solicitation of advertising-which 
in the case of legal mass parties 
can greatly help in keeping our 
press afloat-must never lead, for 
example, to our becoming depen¬ 
dent in any way on the major ad¬ 
vertisers. Rather, the press of our 
mass parties will most quickly win 
unconditional respect through its 
intransigent attitude on all prole¬ 
tarian social questions. Our paper 
should not pander to an appetite 
for sensationalism or serve as en¬ 
tertainment for the public at large. 
It cannot yield to the criticism of 
petty-bourgeois literati or journal¬ 
istic virtuosi in order to make itself 
“respectable.” 

38. The communist newspa¬ 
per must above all look after the 
interests of the oppressed strug- 



BUTTONS 

2 for $1 or 5 for $2 


PCUSA has buttons 
for sale. 1” buttons 
to proudly wear. 
Show your support 
in solidarity with our 
Communist sisters 
and brothers in Ven¬ 
ezuela! 

URL: 

goo.gl/ZjKkuH 


gling workers. It should be our best 
propagandist and agitator, the lead¬ 
ing propagandist of the proletarian 
revolution. 

Our paper has the task of 
collecting valuable experiences 
from the entirety of the work of 
party members and then of pre¬ 
senting these to party comrades as 
a guide for the continued review 
and improvement of communist 
methods of work. These experi¬ 
ences should be exchanged at joint 
meetings of editors from the entire 
country; mutual discussion there 
will also yield the greatest possi¬ 
ble uniformity of tone and thrust 
throughout the entire party press. 
In this way the party press, includ¬ 
ing every individual newspaper, will 
be the best organizer of our revolu¬ 
tionary work. 

Without this unifying, pur¬ 
posive organizational work of the 
communist press, particularly the 
main newspaper, it will hardly be 
possible to achieve democratic cen¬ 
tralism, to implement an effective 
division of labor in the Communist 
Party or, consequently, to fulfill the 
party’s historic mission. 

39. The communist newspa¬ 
per must strive to become a com¬ 
munist enterprise, i.e., a proletar¬ 
ian combat organization, a working 
collective of revolutionary workers, 
of all those who regularly write 
for the paper, typeset and print it, 
manage, circulate and sell it, those 
who collect local material for ar¬ 
ticles, discuss this material in the 
cells and write it up, those who are 
active daily in the paper’s distribu¬ 
tion, etc. 

A number of practical mea¬ 
sures are required to turn the paper 
into this kind of genuine combat or¬ 
ganization and into a strong, vital 
working collective of communists. 

A communist develops the 
closest ties with his paper if he 
must work and make sacrifices for 
it. It is his daily weapon which must 
constantly be tempered and sharp¬ 
ened anew in order to be usable. 
The communist newspaper can be 
maintained only by heavy, ongoing 
material and financial sacrifices. 
The means for its expansion and 
for internal improvements will con¬ 
stantly have to be supplied from 
the ranks of party members until, 
in legal mass parties, it ultimately 
attains such wide circulation and 
organizational solidity that it itself 
begins to serve as a material sup¬ 
port for the communist movement. 

In the meantime it is not 
enough for a communist to be an 
active salesman and agitator for 
the paper; he must be an equally 
useful contributor to it. Every so¬ 
cially or economically noteworthy 
incident from the plant fraction or 
cell-from a shop floor accident to a 
plant meeting, from the mistreat¬ 
ment of apprentices to the compa¬ 
ny financial report-is to be report¬ 
ed at once to the newspaper by the 
quickest route. The trade-union 
fractions must communicate all im¬ 
portant resolutions and measures 
from the membership meetings and 
executive bodies of their unions, 
and they must report on any char¬ 
acteristic activity of our opponents 
succinctly and accurately. What one 


sees of life in public-at meetings 
and in the streets-often provides an 
alert party worker the opportunity 
to observe details with a sense of 
social criticism which can be used 
in the paper to make clear even to 
the indifferent our intimate knowl¬ 
edge of the problems of everyday 
life. 

The editorial staff must 
treat this information, coming as it 
does from the life of the working 
class and workers organizations, 
with great warmth and affection. 
The editors should either use such 
material as short news items to 
give our paper the character of a 
vital working collective acquainted 
with real life; or they should use 
this material to make the teachings 
of communism comprehensible by 
means of these practical examples 
from the workers’ daily existence, 
which is the quickest way to make 
the great ideas of communism im¬ 
mediate and vivid to the broad 
working masses. If at all possible, 
the editorial staff should hold office 
hours at a convenient time of day 
for any worker who visits our news¬ 
paper, to listen to his requests and 
his complaints about life’s troubles, 
diligently note them down and use 
them to enliven the paper. 

Obviously, under capitalist 
conditions, none of our newspapers 
can become a perfect communist 
working collective. However, even 
under very difficult conditions it is 
possible to successfully organize a 
revolutionary workers newspaper 
along these lines. That is proved 
by the example of our Russian com¬ 
rades’ Pravda in 1912-13. It did 
in fact constitute an ongoing and 
active organization of conscious, 
revolutionary workers in the most 
important centers of the Russian 
empire. These comrades collective¬ 
ly edited, published and distribut¬ 
ed the newspaper-most of them, 
of course, doing this in addition 
to working for a living-and they 
scrimped to pay for its expenses 
from their wages. The newspaper 
in turn was able to give them the 
best of what they wanted, what 
they needed at the time in the 
movement, and what is still of use 
today in their work and struggle. 
For the party ranks as well as many 
other revolutionary workers, such 
a newspaper was really able to be¬ 
come “our newspaper.” 

40. The militant communist 
press is in its true element when it 
directly participates in campaigns 
led by the party. If the party’s work 
during a period of time is concen¬ 
trated on a particular campaign, 
the party paper must place all of 
its space, not just the political lead 
articles, at the service of this cam¬ 
paign. The editorial department 
must draw on material from all ar¬ 
eas to nourish this campaign and 
must saturate the whole paper with 
it in a suitable form and style. 

41. Sales of subscriptions 
to our newspaper must be system¬ 
atized on a formal basis. First, use 
must be made of every situation 
in which there is increased motion 
among the workers and where polit¬ 
ical or social life is further inflamed 
by any sort of political and econom¬ 
ic events. Thus, immediately after 
every major strike or lockout where 
the paper has openly and energet¬ 


ically represented the interests of 
the struggling workers, a subscrip¬ 
tion drive should be organized to 
approach each individual who had 
been out on strike. The commu¬ 
nist plant and trade-union fractions 
within the trades involved in the 
strike movement must not only pro¬ 
pagandize for the newspaper with 
lists and subscription blanks in their 
own arenas but, if they possibly 
can, they must also obtain lists of 
addresses of the workers who took 
part in the struggle, so that special 
working groups for the press can 
conduct energetic door-to-door ag¬ 
itation. 

Likewise, after every po¬ 
litical electoral campaign which 
arouses the workers’ interest, sys¬ 
tematic door-to-door canvassing 
must be carried out in the prole¬ 
tarian districts by the designated 
working groups. 

At times of latent political 
or economic crises whose effects 
are felt by the broader working 
masses as inflation, unemployment 
and other hardships, after making 
skillful propagandistic use of these 
developments every effort should 
be made to obtain (as much as pos¬ 
sible through the trade-union frac¬ 
tions) extensive lists of the union¬ 
ized workers in the various trades, 
so that the working group for the 
press can productively follow up 
with sustained, systematic door- 
to-door agitation. Experience has 
shown that the last week of each 
month is best suited for this regular 
canvassing. Any local organization 
that allows the last week of even 
one month to pass without using it 
for agitation for the press is guilty of 
a serious omission in extending the 
communist movement. The working 
group for the press must also not 
let any public meeting of workers 
or any major demonstration go by 
without being there pushing our pa¬ 
per with subscription blanks at the 
beginning, during the breaks and at 
the end. The same duties are in¬ 
cumbent both on the trade-union 
fractions at every single meeting 
of their union, and on the cells and 
plant fractions at plant meetings. 

42. Our newspaper must 
be continually defended by party 
members against all enemies. 

All party members must 
lead a fierce struggle against the 
capitalist press; its venality, its 
lies, its wretched silence and all its 
intrigues must be clearly exposed 
and unmistakably branded. 

The social-democratic and 
independent-socialist press must 
be defeated through a continuous 
offensive: without getting lost in 
petty factional polemics, we must 
expose, through numerous exam¬ 
ples from daily life, their treach¬ 
erous attitude of concealing class 
antagonisms. The trade-union and 
other fractions must strive through 
organizational measures to free the 
members of trade unions and oth¬ 
er workers organizations from the 
confusion and paralyzing influence 
of these social-democratic papers. 
Both in door-to-door agitation and 
particularly in the plants, subscrip¬ 
tion work for our paper must be 
skillfully and deliberately aimed 
directly against the press of the so¬ 
cial-traitors. 
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What Dedication 
Means to Us 


By Johnathan of the LYC 

Since the fall of the Soviet Union 
the Communist movement faced 
decline for a time due to defeatist 
ideas floating around in the left. 
Nevertheless in recent years we’ve 
seen an influx of “Marxist” and of 
the left in general. While this is 
great on the surface this also has 
shown itself to have problems 
which must be addressed. Many of 
these newly founded communists 
lack the discipline required in the 
organization of our movement. 
Some reason for this range from 
some having a comfortable “mid¬ 
dle” class life, to advocacy on the 
Internet but lack of real life orga¬ 
nization, to ultra leftism and ideas 
of reaction. Nevertheless it’s im¬ 
portant to not down these poten¬ 
tial comrades and to educate them 
to them to the fullest of our abil¬ 
ity. In the wise words of comrade 
Angelo “it’s the job of the young¬ 
er generation to carry the torch 
of Marxism-Leninism, to fight for 
Socialism-Communism”. If we are 
to do our mission we must educate 
even the most loosely allies and 
those who are willing to listen to 
us. While the problem of Dedica¬ 
tion and discipline mostly lays with 
those who do not align themselves 
with the revolutionary movement, 
this problem can even be found 
within our ranks. For this reason 
we must fight this problem tooth 
and nail if we hope to organize a 
revolutionary Marxist movement. 

In recent times I’ve found myself 
doing the best I could to find po¬ 
tential comrades within my rather 
small community. As is the usual 
with small communities it is rather 
right wing so even finding so much 
as left leaning is rather rare. With 
that said I had some luck when I 
met someone who was interested. 
After giving him some reading and 
education and slowly began to be 
more educated. All seemed well 
but when I joined the LYC he was 
rather reluctant to join himself. 
Some of his concerns were fami¬ 
ly related but I later came to find 
out the truth. He had been real¬ 
ly close to the online community, 
talking and debating and that sort 
of thing. While this is not a terri¬ 
ble thing to and even partaken at 
times too it slowly became the 
only “communist” related thing he 
did, other then reading. While he 
would pass The Worker with me, 
that was about it. You’d be hard 
pressed to find him at any party 
meetings and doing any work for 
the party. Getting him to pay dues 
was a chore and overall is what 
most would call a “armchair com¬ 
munist”. One thing lead to another 
and moved and with that moving 
he simply moved on from his polit¬ 
ical affiliation. While I will admit 



his lack of commitment was not 
the only reason for his departure 
but make it all the easier. While 
this was hard on myself it taught 
me a lot about the current state of 
the left. As Angelo told me when 
I first joined “some come to the 
party looking to be apart of some¬ 
thing but as many find they do not 
find the party life and leave, they 
come and go”. Age I believe unfor¬ 
tunately plays a huge role in one’s 
dedication. Young the comrade the 
more likely they will come and go 
and a natural state of immaturi¬ 
ty. With that said not all younger 
comrades are this way and to my 
comrades who are younger you can 
always be different. 

As we have seen in our history both 
in history of the American Commu¬ 
nist movement and in the Soviet 
Union, that dedication has been 
shown as an important piece of 
a vanguard party. If it wasn’t for 
the dedication of our Russian com¬ 
rades of Petrograd in 1917 then 
there would have never been real 
existing socialism. If it wasn’t for 
the dedication of our American 
comrades in 30’s and after the 2nd 
Red scare then the party would 
have never grown to levels it did, 
scaring the American ruining class. 
So the importance of dedication 
cannot be understated. If we have 
any chance to expand the Ameri¬ 
can communist movement then we 
must learn to be dedicated cadre 
ourselves. 

At this point it must be defined 
what is communist dedication. 
Dedication of the Marxist type is 
dedication to the working class, 
to the movement, and to carrying 
the torch of Marxism-Leninism. 
So what does dedication to the 
working class mean? Well simply it 
means going down to the factory, 
workhouse, store,... etc and orga¬ 
nizing the works. Working with the 
trade unions and workers organi¬ 
zations. Education of the worker 
in there exploiton and revolution¬ 
ary theory, and most important¬ 
ly remembering that we are not 
separate from the worker and we 
cannot alienate ourselves. What 
about the movement? Well this is 
our ability to give ourselves to the 
party and to the advancement of 
our cause. Meaning we must being 
willing to do what must be done to 
advance our party and to strength¬ 
en our line. We cannot wait for 
someone to do it for for us. Cadres 
must be selfless in party work and 
must follow through with the tasks 
they have been given or volun¬ 


teered for. This also means follow¬ 
ing party line, even if you disagree 
with it. All comrades are given 
the chance to voice their opinion 
on a policy but once it is passed 
it must be carried out. Finally our 
great task of carrying the torch of 
Marxism Leninism. This falls under 
the other two categories we have 
talked about but most importantly 
expand our understanding of Marx¬ 
ism and how to run the party. The 
younger generation will one day 
be the leaders of the party and 
we must be ready for that. This 
also extends to our daily lives. We 
are always communist, not only 
at party meetings but at school, 
work, home or anywhere else we 
find ourselves. As Kim II Sung said 
"he who takes a dogmatic atti¬ 
tude towards Marxism and foreign 
experience is not a genuine Marx¬ 
ist. He is a bogus Marxist”. This is 
our duty and if we fail to achieve 
it then how can we call ourselves 
communist? 

So why do so many “communist” 
fail to do this? Well as Gus Hall 
said “those who come to us bring 
bourgeois baggage” meaning many 
of those who see the problems in 
our country typically come from 
more comfy middle class live com¬ 
pared to the working class. While 
these people see the issues they 
are quick to denounce us once anti 
communist propaganda plays its 
role. Many have ultra left and anti 
soviet tendencies, some homopho¬ 
bia. One reason for this problem is 
that we’ve so far failed to go to 
the workers and recruit them. The 
workers more than anyone else 
know the horrors of capital and 
it’s important a party of the work¬ 
ing class consists of the working 
class. With that said we can’t just 
ignore those who have the poten¬ 
tial to be help to us. Nevertheless 
our efforts must be focused on the 
workers and those who have shown 
themselves dedicated. Those who 
come to us must be given solid ed¬ 
ucation in basic Marxism. This task 
should be given to a comrade who 
has a solid understanding of Marx¬ 
ism. Along with this is a basic un¬ 
derstanding of history to help fight 
against the propaganda. Giving 
these comrades more one on one 
education and help, along with 
the People’s school and LYC study. 
We also must not get caught up on 
those who come and go. We must 
focus on those who stay and want 
to help. 

We cannot give up now. Imagine if 
Lenin had given up when he was 


sent into exile? The hard times 
are to come but if we are strong 
enough we will prove ourselves 
victorious. Socialism is the future 
of this country and communism is 
the future of the world but will not 
be given to us. Conditions are go¬ 
ing from bad to worse and when a 
revolutionary situation is present¬ 
ed to ourselves we must be ready 
to fight. However most important¬ 
ly we must carry the torch of Marx¬ 
ism-Leninism. 


PCUSA General 
Secretary meets with 
KKE Central 
Committee Member 



Party of Communists USA 
General Secretary Dr. Angelo 
D’angelo (Right) meets with 
Communist Party of Greece Cen¬ 
tral Committee Member 
Zisis Lymperidis( Left). 

KKE 100th anniversary celebration 
event in Astoria, New York, late 
fall of 2018. 

The Communist Party of Greece 
(KKE) and Communist Youth of 
Greece (KNE) recently celebrat¬ 
ed 100 and 50 years, respectively. 
The PCUSA and LYCUSA support the 
KKE internationally, as the Party of 
Communists USA calls for the bol- 
shevization of Communist Parties 
around the world, support of the 
former Soviet experience, and for 
the strengthening of Marxism-Le¬ 
ninism. 



Pay your 2019 Dues 


Dues are $80 per year, and can 
also be paid monthly at the rate of 
$6.67 per month. 

Unemployed, students or low-in¬ 
come member dues are $24 per 
year or $2 a month. Dues may 
be paid online, by mail, or where 
possible at District and Cell meet¬ 
ings. 

Donations are always appreciat¬ 
ed. 

www.partyofcommunistsusa.org/ 
products/ 
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“He told us:” To finish the flour, 
take everything into the hands of” 


Reprinted from Soviet Russia 

In the January post of the newspa¬ 
per, a lot of messages from various 
regions of Russia about how Soviet 
people - both veterans and modern 
youth - celebrate Lenin’s Memorial 
Day. In these touching and sincere 
letters there is a proposal to print 
a poem by Sergei Yesenin “Lenin”. 

In reproach to all haters and slan¬ 
derers, we publish piercing Yesenin 
lines about the leader of the work¬ 
ing people, founder of the first 
state in the world of workers and 
peasants, Vladimir Ilyich Lenin. 


About Lenin 
... Russia - 

A terrible, wonderful ringing. 

In the trees, birch, in bloom - 
snowdrop. 

Where did he go, 
you alarmed the rebel? 

Severe genius! He 
attracts me not on his figure. 

He did not mount a horse 
And did not fly towards the storm. 
He didn’t chop off the shoulders, 
He didn’t draw 
infantry into the escape. 

One thing in the murder, he loved - 
Quail hunting. 

For us, the hero has become con¬ 
ditional, 

We love those in black masks, 

And he, with a snotty child 
In winter, rode a sled. 

And he did not wear that hair, 
What is poured success on women 
languid, - 

He is bald, like a tray, 

Looked more modest of the most 
modest. 

Shy, simple and cute, 

He seems to be a sphinx before 
me. 

I do not understand what power He 
managed to shake the globe? 

But he shook ... 

Shumi and Wei! 

Spin fierce, bad weather, 

Wash away from the unfortunate 
people The 

shame of the jails and churches 


Monarchy! Ominous stench! 

For centuries, feasts went for 
feast, 

And the aristocracy of power was 
sold to the 

Industrialists and bankers. 


The people groaned, and in this 
horror The 

country was waiting for someone 
And he came. 


He used a powerful word to 

lead us all to the beginnings of the 

new. 

He told us: “In order to finish the 
flour, 

Take everything in your hands. 
There is no longer any salvation for 
you - 

How is your power and your Coun¬ 
cil. ” 


And we went to a screeching bliz¬ 
zard, 

where his eyes looked: 

Let’s go back to where he saw 
the liberation of all nations ... 


And so he died ... 

Crying annoyed. 

Do not praise the voice of music 
troubles. 

Of the giant 

coppers, Salute is the last given, 
given. 

The one who saved us is no more. 
He is already gone, and those who 
live, 

And those whom he left, The 
country in a raging spill 
Should be shackled into concrete. 
For them you cannot say: 

“Le N and N died!” 

Their death did not lead to an¬ 
guish. 


More stern and sullen 
They do his work ... 

1924 

Sergey Yesenin 

Ilyich visited the capital of Siberia, 
examined and recalled something! 

Anniversary of the memory of V.l. 
Lenin, the builder and founder of 
the Soviet state, the Communists 
of the Soviet district of Novosibirsk 
decided to meet in a special way, 
having a “political photo session” 
for the bust of Ilyich. The photos 
appeared in the Internet groups of 
the Soviet Communist Party Dis¬ 
trict Committee in social networks 
with the signature: “For almost 30 
years, that country is not there, 
and much in our modern state re¬ 
minds of past greatness. Even the 
name of our district speaks for it¬ 


self. ” 

“Cooperation between represen¬ 
tatives of science and workers, 
only such cooperation will be 
able to destroy all the oppression 
of poverty, disease, dirt,” Lenin 
said against the backdrop of the 
Technopark. - And it will be done. 
Before the union of representa¬ 
tives of science, the proletariat 
and technology, no dark force will 
stand. 

Against the background of the 
Primorsky recreation center and 
the graffiti with the Do the Good! 
Cheburashka, Vladimir Ilyich talks 
about the significance of ideas and 
their possibilities: 

“Ideas become a force when they 
take possession of the masses. 
Lenin’s thought was voiced at the 
regional administration building: 
“But we have only one slogan, one 
motto: everyone who works has 
the right to enjoy the benefits of 
life. Parasites parasites who suck 
the blood of the working people 
should be deprived of these ben¬ 
efits. And we proclaim: everything 
to the workers, everything to the 
working people! 

And against the background of Ob, 
he speaks of indifference, which is 
especially relevant in our time: 

- Indifference is the tacit support 
of the one who is strong, the one 
who dominates. 

“People have always been and will 
always be stupid victims of de¬ 
ception and self-deception in pol¬ 
itics, until they learn any moral, 


religious, political, social phrases, 
statements, promises to look for 
the interests of certain classes,” 
Vladimir Ilyich recalls against the 
background of the golden domes 
Novosibirsk churches. 


In addition to the flash mob, the 
Communists of the Soviet District 
laid flowers on the bust of the 
Leader of the world proletariat 
and discussed the significance of 
socialist ideas in the modern de¬ 
velopment of the country and the 
world. According to the first secre¬ 
tary of the local Communist Party 
District Committee, Anatoly Kazak, 
now that the oligarchs continue to 
parasitize on the national wealth 
and the powers that be are acting 
in the interests of the elite rather 
than the working class, giving up 
their social obligations, Vladimir 
Ilyich’s ideas take a second wind. 


PARTY OF COMMUNISTS USA 
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FOR THE TORKIM6 CLASS... 

...By the Working Class! 


www.partyofcommunistsusa.org 
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"Study finds 44% Millennials support socialism 
with another 7% supporting communism." 


It shows capitalism and its brutality has 
truly left a negative affect on the 
younger generation. 

And because of this, it shows clearly the 
youth must organize for a better world, 
a socialist world. 

Oppose the capitalists and their lies! 
Study socialist and communist theory, and 
organize our movement to grow and push 
for this future we all deserve! 


Join us today! 

www.partyofcommunistsusa.org 























